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ican city. And I drove by a church—just by
total accident, it wasn’t planned—I drove by
a church that 4 years ago, about this time, I
was in. And the pastor, a great American pas-
tor—a lot of you know him—his name is Otis
Moss, a great American preacher. And Otis
Moss was talking to the flock that night, and
he said, ‘‘A lot of you don’t think you ought
to vote.’’ He said, ‘‘Let me tell you a story.’’
He said, ‘‘I grew up in the South when we
weren’t allowed to vote. And finally, after people
going to jail, and people going to court, and
Congress passing laws, my daddy got the right
to vote. And he walked 10 miles to the polling
place. And those people looked at him, and
they’d say, ‘I’m sorry, Mr. Moss, you’re at the
wrong polling place. You got to go someplace
else.’ And he said he had to walk 4 or 5 miles
to the next polling place. And he said when
he got there, they said, ‘I’m sorry, Mr. Moss,
the polls are closed.’ He said he’d been waiting
all his life to vote.’’ He said, ‘‘The first time
my daughter was old enough to vote, I took
her to the polling place and we both got into

the place at the same time and we closed the
machines.’’ And he said, ‘‘Before I could vote,
I put my ear up next to my voting booth and
I listened to my daughter vote, and I thought
about my daddy walking all those miles all those
years.’’ He said, ‘‘Nobody in my family has ever
missed a vote.’’

And so I ask you to think about that bright
new day that’s out there before us and the
many, many miles people walked without the
right to have a say about that new day, and
do everything you can with everybody you know
to make sure that on November 5th we build
that bridge to the 21st century.

Thank you, and God bless you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 7:42 p.m. at the
Cobo Center. In his remarks, he referred to John
Sheard, jurisdictional bishop, Church of God in
Christ; Rev. Odell Jones, pastor, Pleasant Grove
Baptist Church; Father William Cunningham, di-
rector, Project Hope; and civil rights activist Rosa
Parks.

Letter to Congressional Leaders Reporting on the National Emergency
With Respect to Narcotics Traffickers Centered in Colombia
October 21, 1996

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:)
I hereby report to the Congress on the devel-

opments since my report of April 23, 1996, con-
cerning the national emergency with respect to
significant narcotics traffickers centered in Co-
lombia that was declared in Executive Order
12978 of October 21, 1995. This report is sub-
mitted pursuant to section 401(c) of the Na-
tional Emergencies Act, 50 U.S.C. 1641(c), and
section 204(c) of the International Emergency
Economic Powers Act (IEEPA), 50 U.S.C.
1703(c).

1. On October 21, 1995, I signed Executive
Order 12978, ‘‘Blocking Assets and Prohibiting
Transactions with Significant Narcotics Traf-
fickers’’ (the ‘‘Order’’) (60 Fed. Reg. 54579, Oc-
tober 24, 1995). The Order blocks all property
subject to U.S. jurisdiction in which there is
any interest of four significant foreign narcotics
traffickers who are principals in the so-called
Cali drug cartel centered in Colombia. They are

listed in the Annex to the Order. The Order
also blocks the property and interests in prop-
erty of foreign persons determined by the Sec-
retary of the Treasury, in consultation with the
Attorney General and the Secretary of State,
(a) to play a significant role in international nar-
cotics trafficking centered in Colombia or (b)
to materially assist in or provide financial or
technological support for, or goods or services
in support of, the narcotics trafficking activities
of persons designated in or pursuant to the
Order. In addition the Order blocks all property
and interests in property subject to U.S. jurisdic-
tion of persons determined by the Secretary of
the Treasury, in consultation with the Attorney
General and the Secretary of State, to be owned
or controlled by, or to act for or on behalf
of, persons designated in or pursuant to the
Order (collectively ‘‘Specially Designated Nar-
cotics Traffickers’’ or (SDNTs)).
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The Order further prohibits any transaction
or dealing by a United States person or within
the United States in property or interests in
property of SDNTs, and any transaction that
evades or avoids, has the purpose of evading
or avoiding, or attempts to violate, the prohibi-
tions contained in the Order.

Designations of foreign persons blocked pur-
suant to the Order are effective upon the date
of determination by the Director of the Depart-
ment of the Treasury’s Office of Foreign Assets
Control (OFAC) acting under authority dele-
gated by the Secretary of the Treasury. Public
notice of blocking is effective upon the date
of filing with the Federal Register, or upon prior
actual notice.

2. On October 24, 1995, the Department of
the Treasury issued a notice containing 76 addi-
tional names of persons determined to meet the
criteria set forth in Executive Order 12978 (60
Fed. Reg. 54582–84, October 24, 1995).

The Department of the Treasury issued an-
other notice adding the names of one additional
entity and three additional individuals, as well
as expanded information regarding addresses
and pseudonyms, to the List of SDNTs on No-
vember 29, 1995 (60 Fed. Reg. 61288–89).

3. On March 8, 1996, OFAC published a no-
tice in the Federal Register adding the names
of 138 additional individuals and 60 entities des-
ignated pursuant to the Order, and revising in-
formation for 8 individuals on the list of blocked
persons contained in the notices published on
November 29, 1995, and October 24, 1995 (61
Fed. Reg. 9523–28). The OFAC, in coordination
with the Attorney General and the Secretary
of State, is continuing to expand the list of Spe-
cially Designated Narcotics Traffickers, including
both organizations and individuals, as additional
information is developed.

4. Since my last report, OFAC has issued
498 alert letters to businesses in Colombia that
are known to have had some form of pre-sanc-
tions business or financial relationships with en-
tities identified as SDNTs of the Cali drug car-
tel. These letters urge the Colombian companies
to sever any business or financial relationships
they have with the SDNTs.

5. A task force operating under OFAC’s direc-
tion and staffed with personnel detailed from
the Department of Justice and other Federal
agencies has been established in the U.S. Em-
bassy in Bogota to enhance OFAC’s enforce-
ment capabilities under the SDNT program.

The task force, which also has other personnel
assigned to OFAC in Washington, is working
on an expedited basis to escalate the attack on
the drug cartels in Colombia as envisioned by
Executive Order 12978.

The task force mission is to identify, develop,
and exploit all forms of information resources
in Colombia in order to further expose and inca-
pacitate the businesses and operatives of the
Cali drug cartel and other significant narcotics
traffickers in Colombia. By increasing the num-
ber of SDNT designations, U.S. sanctions will
impact an ever-larger number of individuals and
entities that are owned or controlled by, or act
for or on behalf of the cartels, or which provide
material or financial support to the activities of
Significant Narcotics Traffickers. Personnel and
related costs are being born by the parent agen-
cies of the persons detailed to the narcotics
sanctions project in Bogota and Washington.

6. As of August 31, 1996, OFAC had issued
five specific licenses pursuant to Executive
Order 12978. These licenses were issued in ac-
cordance with established Treasury policy au-
thorizing the completion of pre-sanctions trans-
actions and the provision of legal services to
and payment of fees for representation of
SDNTs in proceedings within the United States
arising from the imposition of sanctions.

7. The expenses incurred by the Federal Gov-
ernment in the 6-month period from April 21
through October 20, 1996, that are directly at-
tributable to the exercise of powers and authori-
ties conferred by the declaration of the national
emergency with respect to Significant Narcotics
Traffickers are estimated at approximately $1
million. Personnel costs were largely centered
in the Department of the Treasury (particularly
in the Office of Foreign Assets Control, the
Office of the General Counsel, and the U.S.
Customs Service), the Department of Justice,
and the Department of State.

8. Executive Order 12978 provides this Ad-
ministration with a new tool for combatting the
actions of significant foreign narcotics traffickers
centered in Colombia, and the unparalleled vio-
lence, corruption, and harm that they cause in
the United States and abroad. The Order is
designed to deny these traffickers the benefit
of any assets subject to the jurisdiction of the
United States and to prevent United States per-
sons from engaging in any commercial dealings
with them, their front companies, and their
agents. Executive Order 12978 demonstrates the
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U.S. commitment to end the scourge that such
traffickers have wrought upon society in the
United States and abroad.

The magnitude and the dimension of the
problem in Colombia—perhaps the most pivotal
country of all in terms of the world’s cocaine
trade—is extremely grave. I shall continue to
exercise the powers at my disposal to apply eco-
nomic sanctions against significant foreign nar-
cotics traffickers and their violent and corrupting
activities as long as these measures are appro-

priate, and will continue to report periodically
to the Congress on significant developments
pursuant to 50 U.S.C. 1703(c).

Sincerely,

WILLIAM J. CLINTON

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to Newt Ging-
rich, Speaker of the House of Representatives,
and Albert Gore, Jr., President of the Senate. This
letter was released by the Office of the Press Sec-
retary on October 22.

Remarks to the Community in Detroit
October 22, 1996

Thank you very, very much. Thank you so
much. Mayor and Mrs. Archer, Congressman
Dingell, Congressman Bonior, Congressman
Levin, Governor and Mrs. Blanchard, Mayor
Stanley—[applause]—you can clap for anyone
you like, it’s an informal day—Mayor Stanley,
Bishop, Mayor Bob Kozaren of Hamtramck,
welcome. [Applause] Thank you.

I’d like to welcome the fourth-grade students
from the Hiller Elementary School from Lapeer,
Michigan. They’re here somewhere. Where are
they? Welcome. We’re glad you’re here. And
students from the Academy of Military Science
in Detroit are here somewhere, I think. Where
are you, back there in the back? Welcome.

I want to thank Senator Carl Levin for his
extraordinary work. As you know—I’m sure ev-
eryone in Michigan knows that in January Sen-
ator Levin will become at least the ranking
Democratic member of the Senate Armed Serv-
ices Committee and perhaps the chairman of
the Senate Armed Services Committee. We wish
him well. In addition to his vigorous representa-
tion of the people of Michigan on all kinds
of domestic issues, he has been a great leader
for keeping our Nation strong and secure in
this time of remarkable change. And the State,
the Nation, and the President are in your debt,
Senator. Thank you very much.

I am delighted to be here in Detroit to dis-
cuss the challenges we face as we enter the
21st century, to make sure that we remain the
world’s strongest force for peace and freedom,
for security and prosperity. Detroit is a city
meeting the challenges of the future and is the

perfect place for me to have this opportunity
to visit with you. Yesterday I couldn’t help think-
ing that in the empowerment zone that the
mayor and others have worked to make so much
of, which has generated $2 billion in private
capital to develop the resources of the people
of Detroit here, and in the ground we broke
yesterday for a $1.6 billion new airport to give
you the capacity to reach out to the rest of
the world, Detroit is doing what all of America
must do. We must develop ourselves and reach
out to the rest of the world. Congratulations,
Mayor, and to all the other local officials here.
We’re delighted to be here.

From its very founding, our Nation has stood
for the idea that people have the right to control
their own lives, to pursue their own dreams.
In this century we have done far more than
just stand for these principles; Americans have
acted upon them and sacrificed for them, fought
two World Wars so that freedom could triumph
over tyranny, then made commitments that kept
the peace, that helped to spread democracy, that
brought great prosperity to ourselves and helped
to win the cold war.

Now the ideas we struggle for, democracy
and freedom—freedom of religion, freedom of
speech, freedom of assembly, open markets, re-
spect for diversity—these ideas are more and
more the ideals of humanity. When we adopted
democracy as our form of government in 1776,
and then when we ratified our Constitution a
few years later, it was an unusual choice that
we made. Democracy had largely vanished from
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